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Noctalis – World of Bats
Between Nature Conservation and Tourism

Florian Gloza-Rausch 

Natura 2000 Site 
Bad Segeberg Cave 
and “Kalkberg” used 
as tourist attraction 

conflicts between nature 
conservation and business 

Different Partners –
Different Interests

Bats and Tourists ?

Bat Monitoring 
Programme 
Schleswig-Holstein

light barrier systems

expert´s reports

Knowledge is Power !

Noctalis – World of Bats
Bad Segeberg / Germany
Information Centre on Bats

legal status

history

concept of exhibition 

company organisation  
Noctalis and science 

education on ecology 

Focus on Noctalis

number of visitors 

Exhibition about bats (500m²) next to the Bad Segeb erg

Gypsum Hill with a natural cave (Bad Segeberg Cave, 2000 m)

50.000 visitors per year

Exhibition about bats and guided cave tours (50.000 Visitors), Bad 
Segeberg Kalkberg Open Air Theatre (up to 320.000 Visitors), Bad 
Segeberg Cave 20.000 bats. 

What`s the secret of peaceful neighbourhood?

Noctalis Exhibition Torches are needed to 
explore habitats of the 
bats.

No exhibition about bats without  Dracula !
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One hundred tropical Leaf-nosed bats can be observed 
around the year on the Vivarium floor.

Short-tailed Leaf-nosed Bat Carollia perspicillata (Linnaeus, 1758)

Education on different levels:

Pupils, Students, Adults
www.noctalis.de

+ + + +

Alf red Töpfer Akademie

Special events: European Bat Night since 1997

Bad Segberg Cave

Hibernation Site for more 
than 20.000 bats

During the period of 1. March until end of September 
guided cave tours up to 45 min. can be booked.
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Findings of bat bones in the 
cave mud suggest the using 
as bat roost for several 
hundreds of years.

An ecosystem based 
on bat droppings. 

Segeberg Cave Beetle 
Choleva septentrionis holsatica

(Benick , 1937)

Larve

Imago
Ipsen,    A.,     1999.    Biologie,    Ökologie    und   Systematik   von höhlenbewohnenden Käfern der Gattung Choleva (Coleoptera, Cholevidae) in 
Norddeutschland. Ad fontes, Hamburg, p. 126. 

Bat Monitoring in Schleswig-Holstein
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Faunistisch-ökologische Arbeitsgemeinschaft

Noctalis staff is involved in the field work for th e 
monitoring programme.
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Pond Bat Monitoring

Quartiere

Myotis
dasycneme

Gloza-Rausch et al.  

Pond Bat

(Myotis dasycneme Boie, 1825)

Bat Roost finding and protection

A light barrier system as backbone of bat protection.
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Activity periods around the year 
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During the construction of the 
new exhibition building the 
knowledge about the bats 
behaviour and their requirements 
ruled the time schedule 

Architecture reduces emission of light

International Partners 

Mønsted Kalkgrube / Danmark

Strandja Naturepark / Bulgaria

Bouyem Bat Caves / Ghana 

(Westafrica)

? ? ?            / Netherlands

Thank you !
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