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The problem
Parallel natural  and his toric conservation sectors 

Poor understanding of ‘the other’ interest 

A feeling that i t’s  too di fficult !!

The Botanists, 1928 , Joseph Edward Southall
Two lady botanists carry out a field survey on Fo wey Estuary , Cornwall -

St Cath erin e's Castle, Fo wey, p art of a County Wi ldlife Site on left

The solutions  - what did 
we do?

• Communication 

– Better understanding – talk 

to each other

– Share expertise and 

enthusiasm for the place

• Survey

• Management guidance

• Best professional judgements

• Project plan

Communication 

• Secondments  - staff 

exchanges between 

statutory agencies

• Networks  - build 

understanding, 

confidence, support

• Education – training 

courses, workshops

• Break down barriers

Survey
• Get the big picture first, 

then the detail 

• Build on existing records

• Commission additional 

seasonal surveys

• Build data-base to hold 

information

• Facilitate connections 

across sector via 

recording schemes



Management 
guidance

• Site Wildlife Statements 

– How important is the site?

– What is important?

– Where is the interesting 

bit? – map/plan

• Management plan – for larger 

sites and designed landscapes

• Landscape Advice Notes –

general guidance  e.g. 

designated sites, wall flora, 

bats 

Management – vegetation 
• Walls are man-made cliffs

• Cliffs are rare in lowlands -
so walls important 

• Western localities better 

• 4 main habitats

– Top – highly variable

– Wall face  - specialists  

– At base of wall – nitrogen 
loving generalists

– Weedy species rooting 
through the wall

Management - vegetation 

•Flowering plants and 

ferns in mortared 

joints – lime loving

•Lichens on stone, 

tiles, slate

•Substrate determines 

flora  

Vegetation management 
Retain   (early succession)
• Lichens, small ferns, annuals 

•rarely damage wall 

•usually most interesting

•contribute to patina

Remove
•Bramble, buddleia, red valerian

•generally low wildlife 
interest 

•usually greatest problem

Site by site (mature vegetation)
•Ivy and large trees

•often wildlife interest

•potentially damaging

Management  - bats
•Legal protection – Habitats Direc tive 1992 + domestic legislat ion

•Summer and winter roosts

•You may not kno w they are th ere

•Think creat ively to conserve both bats and histor ic structure

Management - bats

Bats in traditional buildings Bats in churches



Management – other species

Reptiles and amphibians Invertebrates  

Management – other species

Best professional judgement

• How to make the right decision?

– What sort of building is it? How intact? Situation?

– What is the wildlife interest – plants, bats, birds, 

invertebrates, geology? 

– What legal protection is there?

– What does wildlife contribute to understanding, 

landscape, aesthetics, interpretation?
Wigmore Castle, Shropshire
Conservat ion objective – minimal intervention

Survey – b ats

Soft capping – removed and reinstated 

Landscape/aesthetic consid erations – ‘roman tic ruin’

Tintagel Castle, Cornwall
Soft capping

High visitor pressure

Coastal 

Down House, Kent – Charles Darwin’s home
Historic valu e lies in association

Survey - lawns of county importance for acid grassland fungi

Restorat ion of house, gard ens scientific interpretation and  fungi



The position today

Natural England 
• ‘... addresses both historic buildings and 

landscapes in an integrated manner to
• ... Ensure a more holistic approach to managing 

the natural and historic environment ... 
• Form a lasting foundation on which to build 

sustainable communities ... ‘

Further information 

Darlington, A. 1981. Ecology of walls. Heinemann, 

London

Gilbert, O. 1996. Rooted in stone: The natural flora of 

urban walls. English Nature,  Peterborough  

Bats in traditional buildings

• http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/bats_

Bats in Churches

• http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/


