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Influence of vegetation on walls

• Positive relation between vegetation and wall
• Trees are not the problem, neglect is
• A lot we don’t know about the relation between 

vegetation, moist (frost) walls and ground 
covered buildings

• RGD is planning an article about the Naarden
case (restoration, brickwork and vegetation)

Protecting flora during restoration

• Maintain sources of vegetation (refugia) in place, 
different objects nearby or in time

• Only ecologists have a lot of technical questions. 
For example 
– in relation to moisture
– quick lychen growth on tiles? 

Experiencing vegetation and 
landscape aspects
• Few people visit fortresses only for historical 

reasons

• The site must be attractive from different point of 
views (landscape, history, things to do)

• Diversity of vegetation is only one aspect of this

Historic vegetation

• European wide variation in planting schemes: 
different military strategies?

• Preservation and development of historic 
vegetation in line with current and future use

• Mature trees on top of buildings: were they 
planned?

• If you don’t have access to original 
documents/archives, use paleo-ecological 
research (pollen-analysis etc).


